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been the Emperor's tutor, at that time governing Spain as
Charles V's representative. To their amazement and disgust
a majority of the other cardinals, seeing that they could not
succeed themselves, and in order to defeat Giulio's party, at
once voted the same. And to the astonishment of all Europe
one who had never been dreamt of by any one for such an
office, and had made no candidature for it, became Pope.
Thus did "the sad and serious Adrian," an earnestly religious
Fleming, succeed to the throne so recently occupied by the
cultured epicurean, Leo. If all Europe had been searched, a
more startling contrast to the latter could not have been
found. The new Pope at once gave evidence of his tempera-
ment by declining to follow the custom which had so long
prevailed of changing his name, preferring to adhere to the
practice of the earlier centuries in this respect.

Giulio de' Medici, having thus failed, departed to Flor-
ence and took over the charge of Florentine affairs. The
absence of any opposition to his doing so shows that no
doubt was felt as to the tacit right of a Medici to control
the Government of Florence. And this undoubtedly rested
on solid ground, and was due to the instinctive feeling that
Florentine affairs only went smoothly when a Medici was
at the helm Passerini's inefficient administration had gradu-
ally created considerable discontent, financial affairs were
in disorder, and much discord prevailed. But Giulio de? Med-
ici, wanting in so many other respects, had just one good
quality, inheriting in full measure that special gift, conspicu-
ous in this family in generation after generation, of a genius
for pacifying the angry passions of Florentine political life.
By his conciliatory manner, careful attention to public af-
fairs, and knowledge of the feelings of the Florentines, he
soon put an end to the prevailing discord, and under his
guidance Florentine affairs were satisfactorily administered.

"It was the universal opinion that never since the city
had been under the rule of the Medici had it been governed